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Categories for Beginners, Novice, Intermediate and Advanced.

January - Box - Any turned item with a lid

February - Natural Edge Bowl - A turned bowl with a natural edge

March - Goblet - A drinking vessel with a stem

April - Open - Any turned item

May - Hollow Form - A hollow item where the inside has been turned blind

June  - Miniature & *Collaboration* A turned item that when June  - Miniature & *Collaboration* A turned item that when 
complete fits inside a 35mm film case *Collaboration* - see below

July - Toy - A turned item allowing you to use your imagination

August - Platter - A shallow plate, flat for at least 3/4 across the inside base

September - Bowl - A bowl turned from any wood

October - Decorated Turned Item - A turned item decorated in any way

November - Matching Pair - A pair of turned items of the same 
sizesize

December - Open, *Collaboration Trophy* & *Christmas Trophy*
Open - Any turned item *Collaboration Trophy* and *Christmas Trophy* 
see below

*Collaboration Trophy* in June and December - An item 
undertaken by 2 or more members from different categories: 
Junior, Beginner, Novice, Intermediate and Advanced (Guild)

*Christmas Trophy**Christmas Trophy*
'AN OBJECT WITH WHEELS' is this years Christmas Trophy competition,  
For which there can only be one winner.
At least part made on a lathe. - All entries will be put to the test!!!

Turner Of The Year (TOTY)
Runs from November to October



ADVANCED CATEGORY

Gold Medal to Mike Hosking 

Silver Medal to Pete Stubbs

Medal winners for February 2024
‘NATURAL EDGE BOWL’ 

Bronze Medal to Nick Dodge



INTERMEDIATE CATEGORY

Medal winners for February 2024
‘NATURAL EDGE BOWL’  

Gold Medal to Ron Ashenden

Silver Medal to Morag Clark

Bronze Medal to John Bray



NOVICE CATEGORY

Silver Medal to Chris Gladwell

Medal winners for February 2024
‘NATURAL EDGE BOWL’  

Gold Medal to Tom Mellish

Bronze Medal to Marten Holmes



BEGINNER CATEGORY

Medal winners for February 2024
‘NATURAL EDGE BOWL’ 

Nothing entered for Silver 

Nothing entered for Bronze

Gold Medal to Melanie Grigg  



On Saturday 17th
February a group of our 
members were thrilled to 
host professional 
woodturner Les Thorne 
for a visit, talk and 
demonstration.demonstration.

Les has been on the 
Register for Professional 
Turners since 2001 and 
shared his immense 
knowledge and 
experience with our club.

His informative talk His informative talk 
covered numerous styles
of cuts and techniques. 
This included an in-depth tutorial on how to make delicate 
finials, which take great skill and precision. 
Les kept us chuckling with his sharp but good-natured humor, 
especially his gripes about working with sycamore wood.

For his demonstration, Les turned a beautiful bowl from For his demonstration, Les turned a beautiful bowl from 
(hated) sycamore wood with an inlaid ring of contrasting 
padouk wood. Despite his disdain for sycamore, the result 
was simply stunning. 
Throughout the day, Les fielded many questions from our 
engaged club members, proving he is as talented at teaching 
as he is at woodturning.

Lunch was provided, as usual, by Vicky and as always, Lunch was provided, as usual, by Vicky and as always, 
was delicious.

With all the laughs and inspiration, our woodturning club 
thoroughly enjoyed hosting the witty and knowledgeable Les 
Thorne. 
We look forward to applying the many skills we gleaned from 
him to our own projects.

 

LES THORNE DEMO DAY 17th FEB





Club Nights.
For January’s Club Night, we welcomed 
Stephen Lawrence from Merlin - Cornwall's 
Neuro Therapy Centre (our nominated charity 
for this year) 

 



Club Nights.
For January’s Club Night, we welcomed 
Stephen Lawrence from Merlin - Cornwall's 
Neuro Therapy Centre (our nominated charity 
for this year) 

 

With many thanks to Les.



Club Nights.
Our monthly demonstration night featured club 
chairman Dave Chamberlain sharing his 
knowledge and experience on turning lamp bases.

With years of 
lamp base 
making under 
his belt, Dave his belt, Dave 
highlighted 
both the 
recommended 
method and his 
own preferred 
techniques.

Despite havingDespite having
to deal with a 
few gremlins 
that were hiding
in the lathe,
Dave showed us 
the various tools
designed for thedesigned for the
drilling of the
centre of the lamp bases and then showed us his 
own personal approach which he has refined 
using trial and error throughout the years.
 

Thanks Dave, for taking the time to share your 
expertise. expertise. 

 







This month’s ‘borrowed’ article from Woodturner.

Microwaving wood is an effective drying method

I believe that I am on to the solution; it has worked well for the last several 
turnings. 
I reasoned that, for the bound water to break through the cells, they must 
be heated past the boiling point - some turners boil their wood for hours but 
the outside of the wood must not dry faster than the inside or bad cracks the outside of the wood must not dry faster than the inside or bad cracks 
will occur.

I place a mug of water in the microwave - about 8oz - along with the partly 
turned piece. 
I place a turned 255mm bowl about 38mm thick in the microwave and set it 
on high for 15 minutes. 
For thinner pieces I reduce the time. 
After the oven stops I wait until the piece is completely cool before I open After the oven stops I wait until the piece is completely cool before I open 
the door. 
This could take over an hour. 
You want the outside to absorb some of the moisture. 
If the wood is warm, the moisture will dry too fast and will cause cracking.

I remount it on my lathe and finish turning. 
My moisture meter should read less than 10%. 
Some pieces should be returned to the oven for 1.5-3 minutes after turning Some pieces should be returned to the oven for 1.5-3 minutes after turning 
and before finishing. The turner must be the judge about how long. 
The turning is now ready to apply finish. 
My turning can be completed in one day. 
Some pieces do develop small cracks but nothing I cannot fix with sanding 
dust and CA glue.

Bill Smith

 

Drying wood 
in the 
Microwave



Club Nights

Demo Days

DEMO NIGHT
S.

Usually held tw
ice a year. 

We invite profe
ssional 

turners from ac
ross the 

country to com
e 

to the club and
 demonstrate.

Upcoming Events. Club Nights.

Further info
rmation on 

the details 
of our new 

bank.

We now ba
nk with Nat

West, Truro
.

The club ac
count detai

ls are:

NAT WEST
, TRURO

 
For membe

rship paym
ents, etc pl

ease use:

For membe
rship paym

ents, etc pl
ease use:

52-41-31
45336644

For 100 Clu
b BACS pa

yments ple
ase use:

52-41-31
45336636

Please note
 that these 

details supe
rcede the 

incorrect on
es publishe

d in last mo
nths newsle

tter.
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tter.



READERS CONTRIBUTIONS

This month we actualy have a contribution from a member!
So very many thanks to David Crocker for the following article.

As the Cornish sun sets, casting a warm glow over the Wheal Jane 
workshop, the hum (rattle?) of spinning lathes fills the air, accompanied by 
laughter and the occasional whirr of a tool meeting wood. 

For the budding woodturner, joining a welcoming community like Cornwall 
Association of Woodturners is an invitation to a world of creativity, Association of Woodturners is an invitation to a world of creativity, 
skill-sharing, and friendships.

Entering the club as a novice woodturner can be intimidating, but fear not
the Cornwall Association of Woodturners prides itself on its warm and 
inclusive atmosphere. 

Whether you're a seasoned professional or just unwrapping your first set 
of turning tools, You're sure to find a mentor eager to share their expertise 
and passion.and passion.
Woodturning is not just a craft; it's an art form that allows individuals to 
transform raw pieces of wood into intricate, functional pieces. 

Within the club's walls, you'll find a diverse array of turners creating 
everything from classic bowls and vases to things that don’t necessarily 
have a name yet! 
The club encourages members to experiment, offering workshops and 
demonstrations that expand horizons and inspire new projects.demonstrations that expand horizons and inspire new projects.

At the heart of Cornwall Association of Woodturners is a sense of 
community that transcends the shared love for turning. 
Regular meetings, collaborative projects, and even friendly competitions 
create an environment where members grow not only as artists but as 
friends. 
Whether you need advice on perfecting a technique or just want to share 
the joy of completing your first project, the club is there for you.the joy of completing your first project, the club is there for you.
I’m not good at meeting new people or trying new things, and I walked in 
with trepidation and curiosity, and I found a great bunch of people. 
The club has been a guiding light (my only light) in my woodturning 
journey. 
The encouragement, the knowledge-sharing, and the laughter
we share makes every meeting a highlight of my week. 

So, thanks to everyone for putting up with me asking the same questions So, thanks to everyone for putting up with me asking the same questions 
every week and still getting the same things wrong.  
I have really enjoyed becoming a member of this club and I look forward to 
evenings where I don’t ask so many questions.

If you have anything to contribute, please contact me at 
webmaster4caw@gmail.com





Club Clothing:
Polo shirts - £12.50 +VAT 
Sweatshirt - £15.50 +VAT 
Full Zip Fleece - £19.95 +VAT 
Full Zip Smocks - (Lovells Workwear) - £40 +VAT

                            

If you wish to order any of the following (which include embroidery)If you wish to order any of the following (which include embroidery)
please email susanbutler29@hotmail.com 

Baseball caps @ £9 + VAT.



If you made it
this far

Thanks for reading
and see you next
month.


